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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KUALA 08095 030425Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 DOE-15 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-11 OES-09 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 /130W 

066897 032018Z/45 

R 030207Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7065 
INFO AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 8095 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, MY 

SUB J : BINTULU LNG PROJECT 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 7884 

1 . THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT PETRONAS HAS SHORT LISTED 
THREE AMERICAN AND THREE JAPANESE FIRMS TO BID ON THE BINTULU LNG 
PROJECT. ONE AMERICAN AND ONE JAPANESE FIRM ARE ALREADY BIDDING 
AS A JOINT VENTURE AND THE OTHER TWO AMERICAN AND JAPANESE FIRMS 
ARE EXPECTED TO PAIR OFF AND TO SUBMIT JOINT BIDS. THE AMERICAN 
AND JAPANESE FIRMS ALREADY PAIRED OFF ARE FOSTER -WHEELER AND 
ISCHIGAKAWAJINA HARIMA INDUSTRIES, LTD. (IHI). THE REMAIINING 
AMERICAN FIRMS ARE PULLMAN-KELLOG AND LUMMUS. THE REMAINING JAPANESE 
COMPANIES ARE JAPANESE GASOLINE CORPORATION AND CHIYODA. PETRONAS 
INSISTED THAT JGC DROP THEIR FORMER AMERICAN PARTNERS. PROCON. 

DUE TO TPROCON'S DIFFICULTIES WITH THE CATCH-BY-CHANCE REFINNERY 
IN NEWFOUNDLAND, CANADA. AND THEIR LOSS OF KEY STAFF. PETRONAS 
HAS REFUSED TO CONFIRM OR DENY THE PRESENCE OF ANY FIRM 
ON THE LIST AND INFORMED THE EMBASSY IT WOULD NOT COMMENT 
ON THE PUBLICLY UNTIL THE WEEK OF AUGUST 7. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUALA 08095 030425Z 


2. COMMENT: WHILE IT WAS SURPRISING TO SEE PETRONAS 

PICK SPECIFIC AMERICAN AND JAPANESE FIRMS THAT HAD NOT BEEN 

PAIRED OFF IN THE PAST, IT DOES KEEP IN LINE WITH THEIR 

STATED GOAL OF USING AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY BUT LETTING A MAJOR 

MARKET, I.E., JAPAN, SHAREIN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROJECT. 

WE EXPECT ALL ASPECTS OF THE PROJECT TO NOW MOVE 
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VERY RAPIDLY AND ARE MUCH MORE ASSURED THAT THERE WILL BE 
SIGNIFICANT US INPUT IN THE BILLION DOLLAR PROJECT. 

MILLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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